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SHIMA-SHIMA design products
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The versatility of SHIMA-SHIMA fabrics has inspired many
new projects. Not only have the fabrics been used for various
interior-related products, but they have also been used for
products that incorporate the fabrics in its design. Two young
Italian architects, Giada Tsuchihashi and Lorenzo Lanzani of
GxL, have created a collection of lighting products by
combining the SHIMA-SHIMA fabrics with Mino washi paper
and a wooden element. A SHIMA-SHIMA collection has been

created by Mosaico Digitale (Italia), that manufactures
innovative mosaic tiles that are printed on a substrate then

covered with resin.

Mosaico Digitale © Kyoko Omori
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Yuh Textile Studio

Noriko Tsuiki

Noriko Tsuiki

1952  Born in Kitakyushu, Fukuoka Prefecture.

1974  Leaves the School of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University to
learn the basics of Japanese dyeing and weaving through independent
study and coursework. Additional studies in tsumugi-ori (pongee fabrics)
and kimono fabrication in Kumejima (Okinawa), the Shinshu district,
and elsewhere.

1984 Revives the dormant Kokura-ori tradition.

1994  Revives the dormant Kokura-chijimi tradition

1996  Selected as trainee for successors to the artisanal tradition by recognized
contributor to the cultural heritage, Takeshi Kitamura (designated a
"Living National Treasure").

Noriko Tsuiki Textile Exhibition was held at Kitakyushu Municipal
Museum of Art.

1999, 2003, 2013
Noriko Tsuiki Textile Exhibition was held at Wako Hall, Ginza, Tokyo.

2004 Exhibited in "Cool & Light: New Spirit in Craft Making" at The
National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo.

2005 Received the Prize for Excellence at the 25th Pola Traditional Japanese
Culture Awards.

Exhibited in "Wings Of Cicada", London.

2007 Stayed 80 days in London as part of a delegation of artists sponsored by
the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

2012  Exhibited in "Giappone. Terra di incanti - Di linea e di colore", Museo
degli Argenti, Firenze.

Received the Fukuoka Prefectural Cultural Prize (Creator Division).

2014  “Noriko Tsuiki - Stripes Today”, exhibition at Kitakyushu Municipal
Museum of Art.

2015 Kikuchi Kanjitsu Memorial Museum, Musée Tomo, “Contemporary
Crafts" Exhibition, received the first Kikuchi Kanjitsu Award.

Awarded the Excellence Award of Commissioner for Cultural Affairs(2008),
the Asahi Shimbun (Newspaper) Grand Prize(2010) and various awards.
Since 2007, created designs for machine-woven Kokura stripes, the
SHIMA-SHIMA brand. The collection was introduced overseas by Japan
Brand project.

m Public Collection

The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
Victoria and Albert Museum, London

m Regular member of Japan Art Crafts Association.
m President of Yuh Textile Studio.

T805-0037 47 L AL JLIN T /BT X I 4TI 5-8 Tel & Fax 093-651-4517
info@tsuikinoriko.com  http://www.tsuikinoriko.com

5-8 Inokura, Yahatahigashi-ku, Kitakyushu, Fukuoka, 805-0037 JAPAN
Tel & Fax +81-093-651-4517
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KOKURA Stripes

weaving by hand

ERiNVE AN DR [NVERR 1 HE TR o o004
A R EOBLHELTRONTZ DO T REAN L VD
(FEAD3MEOEE)RBE LTI T TRE LD 3, DRI
LBIMEN LR EZRIDIZIL, O LED XD LA W E R oM
{kfe 27/ e

3504F DL _Efge 7 /N X BRI R 1A 2 U 72 o3, Sl
DS19844EIAZ TG A L BIR OB LHEE L TR S WTVE T,

Kokura stripes were produced in Buzen Kokura, which is now
named Kitakyushu city. The thick, sturdy and smooth cotton fabrics
had been used for “hakama” (wide skirt-like pants worn by
samurai) and “obi” (a sash worn with kimono). The warp (vertical
threads), that are three times the density of the weft (horizontal
threads), create the vertical stripes. A 3-dimensional effect is
achieved by weaving various shades of a color within a stripe. The
texture of this unique fabric is similar to that of leather. Kokura
stripes were manufactured for 350 years, until the early Showa
Period (1926 ~ 1989) when production ceased. Noriko Tsuiki had
succeeded in reviving Kokura stripes in 1984, and they are now

recognized to be the modern interpretation of a traditional craft.

Design works

Noriko Tsuiki
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SHIMA-SHIMA kokURA CREATION

weaving by machine
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Under Noriko Tsuiki’s art direction, the beautiful and durable Kokura
stripes were developed for factory weaving, and was launched as the
SHIMA-SHIMA collection. The fabric maintains its traditional
integrity, and its new 140 cm width allows for a range of
applications, from fashion to interiors. As the new generation of the
traditional Kokura fabrics, SHIMA-SHIMA is used not only by
Japanese creators, but by creators from around the world.
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The high density of the warp (vertical threads) is unique to Kokura fabrics, the warp threads
form the actual stripes. This characteristic allows me to create an endless variety of beautiful
stripe designs. Creating fabrics, as well as other products with these stripes is a fascinating
aspect of my work, which holds endless possibilities. Conditions such as time, place and the
dimensions of the stripes will invariably affect the way a stripe appears.

My work will continue forever. As stated by author Shuzo Kuki, in The Structure of Iki,

"parallel lines continuing on eternally, never crossing".

Noriko Tsuiki
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Kyushu Rosai Hospital

RIS T3 v, N OHICHE IR TS NAERE T YA EF—7
120 EBERTIC WS RELT, ZEA— =3B AT S Y — MZEIR
LT, A%, VAN, RBLLETF—<ITR->CTRZELThE T,

For the relocation and reconstruction of a new hospital in Kokura, the Kokura
textile motif was used in the design of the new building. Stripe patterns were
painted on the louvers in the entrance area, and for hygiene considerations, printed
sheets with differing stripe patterns were affixed to the walls of the waiting room,
restaurant and hospital area.

©Koji Kobayashi
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The 7-meter high wall in the VIP clients room was
covered with stripes in neutral colors. A 3-dimensional
effect was achieved by placing wood textures and colors
next to each other, much like the keys on a piano. For the
holiday season, the large glass show window of the bank
was decorated with striped fabrics and festive Christmas

illumination.

©Kyoko Omori
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Kitakyushu Bank
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To commemorate the opening of a new branch, the bank
decided to use the designs of the Kokura “obi” for their

bankbooks and ATM cards. There are 11 designs, with
stripes of different colors and widths.
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lzutsuya Department Store
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This year, Izutsuya celebrated its 80th year
anniversary. Noriko Tsuiki had the rare and exciting
opportunity to work on the design of their new
wrapping paper, in collaboration with designer
Yasumichi Morita whose work is internationally
sought after. The celebratory color purple was used,
taking inspiration from Murasaki River (“murasaki”
means purple) that flows throughout the city, and
combined it with red, [zutsuya’s symbol color.
Different colors were selected for ordinary use, special
occasions, and Buddhist memorial services.

© Kyoko Omori
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imabari towel (Tanaka Industries)

imabari towel

REHES 52013-8055 Japan

© Kyoko Omori
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Imabari towel and Kokura stripes have a common
characteristic, in that the threads used in both fabrics
are yarn-dyed. The towels are woven to create stripes
of different colors on the front and reverse sides,

doubling enjoyment. These luxurious imabari towel
will greatly enhance the quality of our lifestyles.
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Mino Washi Paper (Oue Co.,Ltd.)
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A feature of Mino washi-paper, whose origin goes back
to the Nara Period (710 to 794 AD), is its watermark
pattern. The stripes are simply created by alternating
thin portions of paper that allow light to pass through,

with thicker portions of paper that form the stripes. A
variety of items can be made with Mino washi-paper.

© Kyoko Omori



